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would have been better had we never submitted to such
management. We had to provide provisions at Mannheim
for two and one-half days as no cooking was allowed on the
steamboat, not even to warm some milk for our little chil-
dren. At this place the supply of money of Fr Legler and
his son gave out. So we were obliged to attack the com-
mon treasury for their relief, I myself had also to pay 25
francs for excess of baggage from Zurich to Basle, in addi-
tion to the food provided by Mr. David, which were com-
mon expenses.

So Legler and I had to draw on the common fund, and
apparently we shall use up the whole of that fund designed
to assist our beginning at the settlement, before we get
there. A splendid arrangement we are under, but no one
need wonder at it when you consider what miserable
fellows sit in our Parish Council, who hardly know their
a. b. c. and the better informed can barely write their
names, let alone organize any sensible measure. Our town
meeting resolution of April 1844 stated in positive terms
that the head of each family should receive sufficient sup-
port and that our expenses should be defrayed to our des-
tination. Had I not believed this would be done I certainly
would not have ventured with one and one-half florins [60
cts.] to start on such a journey. I never would have be-
lieved that I was expected to provide food for four or five
weeks. I hardly know whether to ascribe this state of
th:mgs to a devilish malice, or to unpardonable ignorance,
I incline to the latter. We must now break the track, every
one who announced his intention too late to go was disap-
pointed, but friends and relatives you may rejoice that you
are yet at home. To you we turn that you may remind our
Councillors and Councillor Streiff of the promises publicly
made to us on our embarking at the Biasca Landing. If
we had been unable to open our own purses we should have
starved before this; we believed their promises, but Faith
and belief do not always bring Salvation.

On the 26th we embarked on the Steamer and arrived in
the evening at Cologne. Those who had money as usual



